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develop at an early age notions of respectability partly because
these castes pursue more or less independent callings, partly
because they are better off than the others, and partly because
they live in towns and cities where the social environment is
more favourable for the growth of such notions than in the
countryside. In mofussil, the depressed class people do not
generally infringe the rules of conduct laid down by the high
castes. For instance, even if a reformist Thakur asks a Chamar
to give him drinking water the latter would think twice before
complying with the former's request and may even refuse to do
so for fear of being reprimanded by his own caste brethren.
The behaviour of educated members of the depressed classes in
the presence of high caste Hindus has often a note of hesitancy.
But conditions are changing fast.

Recent Changes in Attitudes and Social Position

The depressed classes have, during recent years, become
conscious of the advantages of educating their children. This is
due partly to the lure of Government jobs and partly to their
desire to improve their social position. As has been previously
noted, most of the provincial Governments are trying to ensure
fair representation of depressed classes in Government services
by giving preference to candidates of these castes if found suit-
able. In fact the association between education and Govern-
ment jobs is as firmly established in the minds of most of them
as in the case of high caste Hindus. As a result of education and
acquisition 'of Government jobs, a middle class is coming into
existence amongst them. But theirs is not an enviable lot, at
least at present. Barring a few individuals, high caste Hindus
do not mix freely with them and they do not naturally like the
company of illiterate members of their own castes.

It is not uncommon now to find members of the depressed
classes occupying positions of responsibility. Only recently
one member of the depressed classes was nominated by tbe
U.P. Government for the Provincial Civil Service. In the U,P.
and Bihar some of their members were till recently working as
Parliamentary Secretaries and in the last-mentioned province
one of them even occupied the unique position of a member
of the cabinet. The present Bengal cabinet includes two